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2016 President’ s Report
Dr. Becky Lau
ACEI-HK&M

15 October 2016

As the President of ACEI-HK&M (2015-2017), | would like to give a summary

report of the activities and plans for period 2014 - 2016:

The ACEI-HK&M Chapter has re-elected new Executive Committee members in
2015. The new list of the Executive Committee is available on the Main Page of

the ACEI-HK&M website.

The Chapter has accomplished some exciting program activities during the past
two years. An interesting Hong Kong & Macau Exchange Programme was
organized in July 2014 by the Association under the assistance of Titus Li and
William Ma for a group of school participants from Macau to Hong Kong. With
the aim to facilitate school practitioners to conduct school ceremony, the
programme drew about ten Macau visitors to a kindergarten in Hong Kong on a

one-day school visit. Members of the group participated in a school-end



ceremony of the kindergarten and took part in discussions at the end of the

programme.

Collaborative effort was accomplished with the Chinese Society for
Environmental Education in organizing the /nternational Exchange Conference
on Environmental Education on the 57 Cross-Straits & Four Regions Sustainable
Development Education Forum on 14-16 November 2014 in Peng Tung, Taiwan.
The forum carried a main theme on Towards our Common Future:

Environmental Education and Interdisciplinary Links.  [2014F HERBIRIEH

BRMEBERIRBER NN EEEhEME K ERRASHE: BRRMEEHN

R RIBHE S BIELR].

On publication, a new book entitled £arly Childhood Education in Chinese
Societies: Curriculum and Instruction was published in January 2016 by
ACEI-HK&M board members. Congratulations to Dr. Tricia Wong, Dr. Ben Choi
and Dr. Becky Lau for their accomplishment and contributions to the field of
early childhood education. The introduction chapter of this book has been

uploaded on our website for the public.



For the coming months, members of the new ACEI-HK&M executive board will
work on a number of new projects and plans for 2016-17. The book entitled
Early Childhood Education in Chinese Societies: Home, School and Community
Cooperationis now in preparation. In addition, the 7th Montessori Asia
Conference is scheduled to be held in Hong Kong on 20-22 May 2017 in
collaboration with the Department of Early Childhood Education (EdUHK),
Association for Childhood Education International - Hong Kong & Macau
(ACEI-HK&M), Montessori Asia (MA) and Hong Kong Montessori Research and
Development Association (HKMRDA). Invitation letters have been sent out to
ACEI-HK&M members as well as to educational practitioners and academics in

some Asian countries.

The Chapter will also host the International Exchange Conference on
Environmental Educationin Hong Kong on November 2017. Thanks to Mr. Titus

Li and William Ma for undertaking such a challenging endeavor.

Overall, this will be a rather busy and yet fruitful year for ACEI-HKM. Our
Association will continue to encourage team members, coworkers, and many

others - especially teachers, students and parents - to work together for



promoting the quality of education and well-being of children in Hong Kong
and Macau. With your active participation and invaluable support, our children

can continue to grow into the inspiring and thoughtful leaders of tomorrow!

Executive Committee (2015-16)
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How Do Schools Affect House Values in the
Neighborhood?
Ramsey Koo & Ben Choi

ACEI-Hong Kong & Macau

School performance is one of the most controversial issues in the current reform
of education in the Asia-Pacific region, with much of the debate focused on
resource allocation, leadership, and accountability. Nevertheless, many other
important factors and conditions affect school performance as well. For instance,
how do schools perform in affluent versus poor communities? What is the
relationship between school performance and residential property values in the
neighborhood? How does racial composition in schools affect student

achievement and property values in the surrounding community?

The purpose of an interesting study conducted by Ramsey Koo and Ben Choi -
both ACEI-HKM executive members - was to examine the relationship between
school performance, enrollment and classroom profiles, and racial composition
as predictors of residential property values in various school neighborhoods in

San Francisco, California. Each year, the State of California releases a score



entitled the Academic Performance Index (API) to each school in the school
district which is based on the collective performance of students on the English
language, mathematics, science, history, and social science. Data collected in
this investigation were obtained from School/ Matters - A Service of Standard &
Poor’ s comprising the entire 112 public schools in the San Francisco Unified

School District (SFUSD) for the 2009 school year.

Findings of the present study revealed that school academic performance is a
valid predictor of residential property values in the surrounding community and
vice versa. In addition to housing price, variables attributed to the racial
composition and enrollment profile groupings were also noted to contribute
significantly to the regression equation in forecasting school performance. As to
the prediction of residential property values, results have shown that (i) an
increase of 1% on the composition of white students in schools brings about an
increase of approximately $27,300 on house value, (i) an increase of 1% on
composition of economically disadvantaged students gives rise to an increase of
$10,400 on residential property price, and (iii) an increase of 1% on math
proficiency score results in an increase of $7,210 on house value. Moreover, in

regard to the forecasting of school performance, statistical analysis has revealed



that (i) an intake of 1% on composition of Asia-Pacific students leads to an
increase of approximately 1 % percent on overall school performance, (ii) an
increase of 1% on composition of economically disadvantaged students yields
a decrease of 1.1 % on school performance, and (iii) an increase of $ 58,000
on house price brings forth a gain of 1% on school performance. The above
research findings should have direct relevance to parents, government and
business agencies, as well as educational practitioners in Hong Kong, as they are
highly concerned with the profound and overwhelming effect that a quality
school district could have on the value of residential properties in the
neighborhood. It is recommended that future research on school performance
and housing values should be undertaken across all the school districts in Hong
Kong, including the investigation of predictive validity of other relevant variables

and cross-validation methods that are not included in the present study.
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