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This book is dedicated to all children, parents, teachers and educators for their devotion in the support of 
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Foreword 

Inclusion challenges our traditional educational practices, which are largely incongruent with (if not orthogonal to) our democratic ideals. As educators we have had to change our ways of working and thinking, exemplified by changes in our professional language and discourse from such terms as intervention, diagnosis, prescription, and remediation, to such terms as support, partnership, collaboration, and justice. We have had to re-examine our ideals of excellence and equity within a social framework of learning. 

Public education should strive to be both excellent and equitable, and in Hong Kong, as in other places, it has usually been neither. This has been largely due to bureaucratic systems, which have stifled democracy at school level. Inclusion is not about placement of children, it is about creating welcoming schools. It is not about differentiating classroom curricula to individualize learning programme – it is about creating new social learning experiences (co-operative teaching and co-operative learning) and about developing exciting IT programme to meet personal and developmental goals.  

 Special education is the most powerful illustration of the failure of education to achieve the dual goals of excellence and equity.  However philanthropic its intentions, special education failed to reconcile excellence and equity. In the early years of psychological testing, the left-hand side of the normal curve described deviations rather than differences and these deviations soon assumed the dimensions of pathologies. Special education functioned as if disabilities were conditions that resided within children (rather than in the interactions with the contexts in which children found themselves) and that diagnosis and treatment were (unequivocally) beneficial to those identified. 

Examining the pathology of individuals has a long history, and a prestigious one. Examining the “pathology” of systems, however, has not and is beset with professional difficulties. Howard Gardner underlined the need to shift our focus away from the individual (the traditional special educator’s domain) and re-examine interactions between individuals and societies. He argued that psychological and cognitive factors must be considered in conjunction with the social contexts in which they operate (Gardner, H. 1993, p. 247). 

Educational reform is a risky enterprise and, like all institutional change, is slow, complex and difficult to predict or manage. Educators cling to old practices, for many reasons, and whilst almost all educators support the theory of inclusive practice, many continue to argue that it is impossible to achieve. The argument, that teachers will be overwhelmed by the addition of difficult to teach students, rests apparently on the assumption that schools will retain their old models of working, the same curricula and examinations, the same methods of delivery and that we will continue to expand special educational programmes - now redefined as “differentiation”. Some professionals are afraid of throwing out the special needs baby with the special education bathwater. 

Inclusion within schools is a reform process. The political changes towards inclusion, world-wide, are also processes. Inclusion, like excellence, can probably never be fully realized. Claims that either is unattainable are not sufficient arguments for avoiding the pursuit of equity and excellence in schools. It is helpful, I think, in the process of reform to remember that direction is more important than distance travelled.

Nick Crawford, JP, BBS 

Hong Kong December 2003.
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Preface

On behalf of Executive Board of the Association for Childhood Education International – Hong Kong & Macao (ACEI-HKM), I wish to congratulate the editors of this book whom have accomplished such a remarkable task by putting together, in a systematic and creative manner, many valuable articles and information in inclusive education from different countries and territories. ACEI was originally founded in 1892 by a group of dedicated educators and other interested professionals with the aim to promote the inherit rights, education and well-being of all children and to gather and disseminate knowledge of the educational movement throughout the world. Today, after more than a century, ACEI has over 130 branches in the USA and worldwide; it is also the oldest organization of its kind with the ACEI Headquarters in Maryland, USA. As a branch of ACEI, the mission of the Association for Childhood Education International-Hong Kong and Macau (ACEI-HKM) is to promote and support in the Hong Kong and Macao community the optimal education and development of children, from birth through early adolescence, and to influence the professional growth of educators and the efforts of others who are committed to the needs of children in a changing society. To this end, ACEI-HKM is very proud to be able to promote research and support publication of this book which we believe is a well-organized, up-to-date, insightful and comprehensive treatment of many important theories and practices as well as critical issues and challenges in the field of inclusive education. The articles collected in this book demonstrate that a variety of situations and conditions in education lend themselves to inclusive education approaches and methods in many countries. Given the problems and challenges faced by traditional education and schooling in the new millennium, the global and innovative perspectives on inclusive education are much needed to enhance teaching and learning and quality of life for our new generation of children. We hope practitioners and scholars in education will continue their discussion and debate over the condition of our educational systems, and at the same time, this book will stimulate further research and international collaboration among scholars and practitioners into inclusive education in Hong Kong and Macao.

Ramsey D. Koo 

President, The Association for Childhood Education International-Hong Kong and Macau (ACEI-HKM) 

Preface

Ever since the formation in 1994 of the Education Convergence, a professional association of teachers and teacher educators in Hong Kong, we have been active in conducting educational studies, in commenting on educational policies and in dissemination and sharing of experiences and good practices.  This book is our first attempt to support and promote an educational idealism internationally.  It is also a special effort intended to develop a culture of acceptance of inclusive education among students, parents, teachers and teacher educators.  Through the publication of this book with valuable contributions from international scholars and experts in inclusive education, we hope to enhance the sharing of experience and knowledge in inclusive education and to initiate more collaboration among educators worldwide in moving towards more inclusion.

We are grateful to the international advisors, editors and authors in making possible the publication of this book.

P. H. Cheung

Chairman, Education Convergence

December 2003
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